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CHAPTER XXVI. The Seats of the Mitfhiy

SHE accounl of Olga's atrodou performance
*V. did no1 reach John Markham for some-

Week.. With the exception of the people
who ame to the studi<. and the few men

he ni-t at the chtl» where he dined, be
saw little of society, and troubl« him¬
self less with its affairs. He had given
up hope of Hermia, and though lier vision

per i ¡ted itwasnol of themodish, self-contained creature
who had received him v. coolly that h«- thought. This
w.is not the Hermia he had loved. Thai ether girl, the
joyous companion of his summer idyl, was no more at

tin it set-mcl that she had never been.
He was writing t.. one of his sitters one afternoon

when the knocker clanged and a man in livery en'. :. !
I.- ring .. note. He i»pened it and read:

My I)i. a h Ma. M \kkii\m.. I must lee you a1 once on ,i

matt« ; oí importance. Cm you come up thi lit« moot* for
a .!¦ ih .,t tea.' I'm :.-!l'liii|' IIIV C.I fof «/Oil It. th.- h,,|,. '¡..a

>-,,:.- tvill n.it forbid. It anything prevent!
today, won't y<>u lundi with tin- tomorrow .; two?

Verj ttnct-rely yours, Sabah Hammond,

Markham frowned. There was no getting "tit of it,
it -i med.

UE found her at the tea table, a stoul but puissant
figure in mauve and black. In the studio shi had

nol bothered him. Sin had been merely an ami le
million ire, in pearls and black satin. Here in the ma«

jestic drawing room, with her small court gathered
about her, sin- dominated him. He he itated .. econd
,,t the door before going forward; Lut. when sh<
hita ¦.- rose at once and excused herself to her gt»
After their departure she motioned him t<> ,i chair be¬
tide her and entered withoul delay upon her sul
Her manner was kindly, if restrained, and h< iw at

once thai the matter was of a pcrs«»nal nature.
"I uppose,Mr. Markham, you think it rather

that I should have senl for you m uch hi te¡ bul I
¦h» ni ln'1 have don«- ... had I not tl it
You undi H-1 that, d» n't you?"

lething, .in waiti i f< i b*"l
t" .- on.

ni' t., begin; for t!,. -,

matt t are not « -, with .» friend."
"1 .-. ure, if there : anything in which I can help

:.
"Thi re t , Mr. Mark' m. 1 not hav«

t. u if 11 tunately, found mj -1:

bi t ¦. iff.ir ii h j- m n me hai been
menti
"My
"Yi \ i: nd Mi CI lionet
1 !. lanche«!,«md tely conscious that hei

:.. wat< hm. nly. "Wh-whal
y, ¦: hi . I, Mr,. II..:- blurted out

-i e., nt, Mr. Markham. 11:' a ..'

think that 1 the kit ' eel t- pry
inl Id« n't. I .«I-

m.- ! '.!. I c nothing 1 even if after 1
tell u what m\ motivi
.. Bul i great wrong h een done, an

f my 1 peak of the
t took place at 1 the country

lasl
Ih . red at her blankly, nd I iil< d.
"I forgot t ¦; an 14

cours« noi th( tea
[ht ft in« 1er a tea dis] "1

ihall leí i read this, thai now ii
Mew York

.

I tself with 1
..:. I

I it fKl
I the echoes of this al

!. .il
v ..man of to

i . i

., . man .« dis-
. portrait paint
less. As everyone 1 :

¦
!:
t

I
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"It was, Mr. Markham," she laid imply. "Reai:
thr« .iijjh t» the end, please."
He did - -, hi i itrorror increasing aa the full significai

of the description grew upon him. Hermia had se,

had read, thi They were talking about her ami ab,
him! He could nut understand.

"\',,ii said thai Miss.Miss Chali«-ikt's name h
been mentioned and mine," he said slowly. "Tin

is no name mentioned here. The Hentity of t

people
"Your nann- have been mention.-.!, Mr. Markha

in my pr»-seru-e. Th< itory back OÍ this vile clipping
on the lips of every gossip m town. Where it originat
II- >ii only knows; bul facts .»re given, and <1.«t<
Which make it Ugly in the extreme. I thought it l«<

thai you should know, and s»'nt f..r you t., a ure j
that i had no knowledge about the play and il
reference t., anyone."
"The play," h»' asked quietly, "was written I

Madame T» herny?"
Sh< nrxided, her eyes regarding him ¦-¦ !«< rly. "Wh

shall I «h«, Mr. Markham? If there i- some basis <«f trn

in th.-reports I hear, I have been gn I; impo ed upo
and whatever the fad th» ;. have done a j^r«-.it wroi

both to you and Hermia. Unfortunately she has 1«
New York, and I don'1 know where to find her. SI

town, I am informel, the day after the play w¡

gi, . n I wish she hadn't. It makes things awkwai
for me. I h r.e the be i1 intention in the world; bul
she ti.- my hands by silence whal can I do?"
Markham had ri en an was pacing the floor lowl

his head Kent, all his thoughts « i Hermia. Olga
cruelty ¡tunned him. She had ; n .¦¦.¦ ed nol I

Had she ipoken other than in thi ingenious tirai
:. I ).. FoUigny? If: ;, I len, h, d and

w««rk«-! I rward DeFolligny aman! Hen".
thing I mgible a man,nol a w« m in, to deal with! II
turned ami stood beside the tea table, tniggling :¦ tl
conti 1 f his voi» >-.

"Who h., told thi torj Mi Hammond?"
al la t.

She hrugge 1 h, r capa» ¡ou h ul lei nd s, ttled h<
head forward in hi direction. "I- .1 n't know

nk I '.'.¦! I'm nol in any .¦. y res| iblefortl
.,1 thi tune! I only knov I liga T» hern
wrote the play. As to h< i motives in doing so, I am a

Rui if I th- ughl she used
pitalit . .'. oi guests, to serv

te end, 1 w«»uld The g< .¦¦! lady grew re

in tin nd thei ntrollii hei If for ment
" I ..«..« >uld fiml Ltni -Innen

Hermia Challonei there,
qui kl "II-.

ill, and left th« house befon V'ou w» re invite»
too, Mr. Mark! I bul
not come I conf, l'n I i ts' end I will m

u. All 1 1. i youi Ivic»
Mark! m raised I II tl

full much distressed at her ]
ition, nd thefriei lin, f her look wai all that « oui«

ment, w, ighing
with 1 the best for Hen

How coul H " uil Iwark I
.;,, ** I that threatened her i
A lie? Obviously 1 for Mi II mi

believed in hin . Ami 1 ne too far, t

flat d»
; tion rhe truth

u
, his gaze fu fall

"If one i .'.:''.
he mutter,

' I feai
rut will damn even the im Mi Ham

nd."
thei for th, tori»

Hing! ed kit
I'm not ire that 1

them i it 1 1
! uld | liment 1

trusting Mi Chali« «i fate ent

' 1: H tit» ¦. '«

I'm not
.

.Hei 1 try well, Mrs.
#

rilful,
it the s ul i h» n. ; an I

H'. it easiei
I want V4.il i i

this i

I met :.

10

Normandy, entirely by chance. 1 v. ,..,,_

tryaf« my custom in summer. Herma hinewM
destroyed in an accident. She was alone I
to go with me. She accepted mj in 1- ,,Vi.i
mad of me t «, ask her, mad of her .'.

.... <pt. We were together mor* than a ?

afool by day, deeping in the opea wl en t
was fine and indoors when I could find a ; m for her,
I had moment! of inquietude at my reap« n ¡Jity; f.,r
I hail done wrong in lcttin«- her go with . She was
a child and trusted me. I began by being amused. I
ended by - Good GodI Mrs. Hammond. I

biped her! I culdn't have ban ...,.,

sacred to me and is now. You musí taad
that."

II: hoste i'expn ion, which had gn -luring
this recital, relaxed a little. "I think I und ¦;¦
Markham. I am keenly interested. When la «ii^,
Ti herny come in?"
Her question bothered him. He- tl ., mo.

ment, and then went on, de-berate!)
reply.
/""V I< relations west learly establi hedfi
^** We had met before, you know, earlier

and 1 had visited at Westport.
od me, and wa n il le en« ugh

and I -»he attracted me curiously. I hvc-d
a solitary sort («f existence. She impl

and overrode them. She in |ft
and took i' by storm. She was IUc< ,,

priccioso after the tarto in a syn Yost**
and foy, ai

' into my i-1-od lil ;
!-.-.-. d her for all the things she was! :.

I di nol tell her to no1 then. I hi In r

1 knew th il if he gue ed it would mak«
u both."
He raised his head and went n "\\v

a ompany of strolling i .

true nough and w< ni wil Alea«
rlermi ¦'¦ - i«U

and I a 'lightning' arti t. Wi mad«
I» was quite wonderful h«

forgot wl il he wa
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